
Bible Reading Plan
Luke 7:18 - 8:39
Day 1 |  Luke 7:18-35
Day 2 | Luke 7:36-50
Day 3 | Luke 8:1-15
Day 4 | Luke 8:16-25
Day 5 | Luke 8:26-39
 
 During this trimester we will be focusing on the concept of Hospitality.  Much of 
the ministry of Jesus occurred in homes and around tables. We, as His body/His Church, 
need to follow his lead and create space for those around us, showing them God’s love by 
treating them as guests in our homes, as people valued by God and deeply loved by us. 
This week we continued our first series “Revolutionary Hospitality: From Darkness to Light,” 
where we are exploring the revolutionary nature of Biblical hospitality and are encouraged to 
invite those outside of our hospitality circle from the darkness and into the light.

Luke 7:36-39 (NIV) 

36 When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, he went to the 
Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table. 37 A woman in that town who lived a sinful life 
learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, so she came there with an alabaster jar 
of perfume. 38 As she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with 
her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them. 
39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a 
prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is—that she is a 
sinner.

Excerpt from “A Meal With Jesus” (pp. 38-40)

 “Luke’s presentation of this meal seems to reflect the Greco-Roman symposium 
– a meal followed by an extended discussion. The diners reclined around three sides of a 
central table on couches, leaving the fourth side open to allow servants access to the table…
Diners lay in a semi recumbent position with their legs out behind them.
 Homes in the times of Jesus – especially large homes – had semi-public areas. 
Some rooms opened onto a courtyard that outsiders could enter. Visitors could see what 
was happening and even contribute to what was being said…With this in mind it’s easier to 
picture how this story unfolded. The woman is probably loitering in the public area, and then 
slips into the dining room and starts rubbing Jesus’s feet as they stretch out behind him on

the couch. …Although she isn’t explicitly called a prostitute, that is what’s implied when Luke 
tells us that she was, literally, ‘known in the city as a sinner.’ 
 …this woman treats Jesus with a shocking degree of intimacy. This is not 
appropriate public behavior. She lets down her hair to wipe her tears from Jesus’s feet. In 
that culture, letting down your hair was what you did in the bedroom. ‘Letting down her hair 
in this setting would have been on a par with appearing topless in public.’ Then the woman 
kisses Jesus’s feet and pours perfume on them. There’s even a suggestion that she’s treating 
Jesus as a client, possibly the only way she knows how to relate to men. ‘Everything about 
this woman is wrong; she does not belong here and the actions she performs are 
inappropriate in any setting for someone like Jesus.’ But Jesus doesn’t stop her. He could 
have said, ‘I appreciate what you’re doing, but it’s not really appropriate behavior.’ He does 
nothing. As New Testament scholar John Nolland puts it: ‘Jesus’ passivity in the face of this 
behavior is extremely eloquent.’ Prostitution, if that was her business, is a commercial 
parody of hospitality. But Jesus recognizes her actions as the real thing. He reinterprets what 
she does as a loving act rather than an erotic act.  
 Jesus doesn’t stop her, even though his reputation is at stake. ‘When the Pharisee 
who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, ‘If this man were a prophet, he would have 
known who and what sort of woman this is who is touching him, for she is a sinner’ 
(Luke 7:39). Jesus is happy to link his identity to hers – just as he is happy to link his identity 
to yours and mine.”

The Wonder of Jesus’ Love

In this week’s devotional, the quote included above from “A Meal with Jesus” is longer than 
usual because it says it all. The story speaks volumes in and of itself about the wonder of our 
Savior and friend, Jesus. His love is simply breathtaking. Take some time this week to really 
dwell on the powerful message of this story; the truth of Jesus’ immense love and grace for 
strangers, for sinners, for you. When confronted with the wonder of Christ all that is left to 
do is bow down before him in awe-filled worship.

Prayer for the week

Lord Jesus, I bow before you in awe and wonder to worship you. You are so holy. Your 
perfection blows my mind. When compared with you and your love, I am embarrassed. I feel 
so far from being like you. I am a sinner like the woman in the story, in need of your love 
and grace. I need it every moment of every day. And I thank you with all my heart that it is 
available to me through the good news of your Gospel. I will praise you forever and I pause to 
thank you right now for it. Thank you. Thank you. Thank you. In your name, Amen. 

Visit tlcc.org/hospitality-devotional to access additional resources including an electronic version 
of this plan. You can also sign-up to receive this plan via email each week.
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