
Bible Reading Plan
Luke 4:1 - 5:26
Day 1 |  Luke 4:1-13
Day 2 | Luke 4:14-30
Day 3 | Luke 4:31-44
Day 4 | Luke 5:1-11
Day 5 | Luke 5:12-26

 During this trimester we will be focusing on the concept of Hospitality.  Much of 
the ministry of Jesus occurred in homes and around tables. We, as His body/His Church, 
need to follow his lead and create space for those around us, showing them God’s love by 
treating them as guests in our homes, as people valued by God and deeply loved by us. 
 Last week, we began our first series “Revolutionary Hospitality: From Darkness to 
Light,” where we explore the revolutionary nature of Biblical hospitality and are encouraged 
to invite those outside of our hospitality circle from the darkness and into the light.

Luke 5:27-32 (NIV) 
 

27 After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by the name of Levi sitting at his tax 
booth. “Follow me,” Jesus said to him, 28 and Levi got up, left everything and followed him. 
29 Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large crowd of tax collectors 
and others were eating with them. 30 But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law who 
belonged to their sect complained to his disciples, “Why do you eat and drink with tax 
collectors and sinners?” 31 Jesus answered them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, 
but the sick. 32 I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”

Excerpt from “A Meal With Jesus” (pp. 18-19)

 “The problem here is not the party. The Pharisees knew God’s kingdom was going 
to be a party. Their objection is with the guest list.  
 Tax collectors were social outcasts who commonly used their position to cheat 
people. But there is more to their story. They were collaborators. They were working for 
the enemy. But there’s more to it even than that. The Jews were looking for the day when 
God would defeat the Romans and re-establish his kingdom. So it wasn’t just Jews versus 
Romans, it was God versus Romans. And the tax collectors had opted for the Romans. They 
were traitors to the nation and they were traitors to God. They were God’s enemies.  

 To see how scandalous this is we need to appreciate the role meals played in the 
culture of the day. New Testament scholar Scott Bartchy says: “It would be difficult to 
overestimate the importance of table fellowship for the cultures of the Mediterranean basin 
in the first century of our era. Mealtimes were far more than occasions for individuals to 
consume nourishment. Being welcomed at a table for the purpose of eating food with 
another person had become a ceremony richly symbolic of friendship, intimacy and unity. 
Thus betrayal or unfaithfulness toward anyone with whom one had shared the table was 
viewed as particularly reprehensible. On the other hand, when persons were estranged, a 
meal invitation opened the way to reconciliation.”

Connecting with “Tax Collectors”  
 
 As we consider how the religious people of Jesus’ day viewed tax collectors, it is 
helpful to consider people who might be the “tax collectors” of our day. Take a moment to 
think of who might be considered traitors to God. Would it be terrorists, especially 
terrorists targeting churches and church-goers? Or could it be someone like Bernie Madoff, 
who scammed people out of millions of dollars? Could it be the casino owners or drug dealers 
who prey upon people’s addictions and ruin lives? Whose actions in your mind are most 
treacherous to God?  
 Now, consider the powerful act of friendship and intimacy that eating together was 
in the first century. What do you do today that is a similar act of friendship and intimacy for 
you? Maybe it is still sharing a meal or maybe taking a trip or joining a team with someone? 
Whatever the act of friendship or intimacy, imagine Jesus engaging with one of the traitors 
listed above in that way.  
 Maybe it is possible for you to comprehend how the God of the universe as a 
human could do that, could extend friendship to a tax collector, but how about you? Can you 
see yourself connecting in an act of deep friendship with someone listed above? Can you see 
yourself connecting in this way with your not yet Christian neighbor or colleague at work?  
 There are a lot of questions to ponder this week, but in the end, what does it look 
like to live out the hospitality of Jesus today? Consider these questions in light of your own 
relationship with Christ and the way he has extended love and friendship to you. Take some 
time this week to consider some ways you can act hospitably to others, even those you 
consider “tax collectors.”  

Prayer for the week

Lord Jesus, I thank you that your hospitality extended to even those considered the worst 
kind of sinners because I know that also includes me. I am amazed by your grace and love. 
You are worthy of my worship. You are also worthy of emulation. Help me to be like you. 
Help me to live out your hospitality in my world. Help me to reach out to people around me, 
to demonstrate your love and to gain the opportunity to tell them about you. I pray these 
things in your name. Amen. 

Visit tlcc.org/hospitality-devotional to access additional resources including an electronic version 
of this plan. You can also sign-up to receive this plan via email each week.
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