
Bible Reading Plan
Luke 2:1-3:38
Day 1 |  Luke 2:1-20
Day 2 | Luke 2:21-40
Day 3 | Luke 2:41-52
Day 4 | Luke 3:1-20
Day 5 | Luke 3:21-38

The Hospitality Devotional
 During this trimester we will be focusing on the concept of Hospitality.  Much of the 
ministry of Jesus occurred in homes and around tables. We, as His body/His Church, need to 
follow his lead and create space for those around us, showing them God’s love by treating them as 
guests in our homes, as people valued by God and deeply loved by us. 
 This week, we continue our first series “Revolutionary Hospitality: From Darkness to 
Light,” where we explore the revolutionary nature of Biblical hospitality and are encouraged to 
invite those outside of our hospitality circle from the darkness and into the light.

Luke 2:8-15 (NIV)
 
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at 
night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news 
that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born 
to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with 
the angel, praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace 
to those on whom his favor rests.” 15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, 
which the Lord has told us about.”

Excerpt from “A Meal With Jesus” (pp. 26-27) 
 “This is how Jesus explains himself: ‘Those who are well have no need of a physician, but 
those who are sick. I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance’ 
(Luke 5:31-32). The Pharisees are asking Jesus to behave like a doctor who avoids sick people. 

Such a doctor clearly couldn’t do his work. Jesus the Savior can’t do his work unless he’s with
sinful people.
 It’s the same for those who follow Jesus. We can’t do our work of pointing sinners to the 
Savior unless we spend time with them. The first thing Levi does after following Jesus is to throw 
a party. Maybe like Levi you introduced Jesus to your friends when you first became a Christian. 
But after a while you lost contact with those friends. Perhaps the church schedule left little time. 
Perhaps your new behavior made it hard to hang out with old friends. Perhaps you were warned of 
the influence they might have on you. But those who avoid the contamination of sinners are like 
the Pharisees. Those who earn the label ‘friend of sinners’ are like their Savior.”

Jesus: The Model of Hospitality 
 
 As you read the passage above from Luke you may be wondering if you missed 
something and if this is the Christmas season. Unfortunately, the reading of those verses is often 
limited to Christmas time. That shouldn’t be the case. The miracle of God coming to be physically 
with us is essential to living our everyday lives as Christians. This is one of the most astounding 
events ever to take place. Without it, we would not be Christians. There is much that can be said 
about it and its implications, but let’s just pause and look at it from the perspective of hospitality.  
 God the son, Jesus, came to be present with people. He spoke with them, listened 
to them, ate with them, walked with them, healed them, taught them and on and on. He was 
present with people. An internet definition of hospitality describes it as the friendly and generous 
reception and entertainment of people. That sounds an awful lot like Jesus. We stand in awe of 
his incomprehensible attributes like all-knowing and all-powerful, but do we stand in awe of his 
hospitality? 
 The passage from “A Meal With Jesus” challenges us to be like Jesus in this way. We 
need to be present with people, especially those who do not know Jesus. We can do that in many 
ways, but none may be as powerful as sharing a meal. When is the last time you invited someone 
who does not know Jesus to dinner? When is the last time you invited anyone to dinner? Take 
some time this week to make a list of your not-yet Christian friends. Pray over this list and ask 
God to help you select one to invite to dinner in the coming weeks; then go for it! 

Prayer for the week

Lord Jesus, I thank you for being a friend of sinners, which includes me. I am a sinner saved 
by your grace. I would be lost without you. I am in awe that you would take on human flesh 
to be present with us, to show us your ways and to save us from our sins by dying on the 
cross in our place. Help me to be hospitable like you, present with others and extending your 
grace and love to them. You are worthy of my worship. You are worthy of all worship. The 
Bible says that every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that you are Lord. What 
a great day that will be, though, I have the privilege to be able to do that right now. On my 
knees, I declare, “You are Lord!” Amen.

Visit tlcc.org/hospitality-devotional to access additional resources including an electronic version 
of this plan. You can also sign-up to receive this plan via email each week.
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