
Bible Reading Plan
Luke 1:1-80
Day 1 |  Luke 1:1-20
Day 2 | Luke 1:21-38
Day 3 | Luke 1:39-56
Day 4 | Luke 1:57-66
Day 5 | Luke 1:67-80

The Hospitality Devotional
 During this trimester we will be focusing on the concept of Hospitality. Much of 
the ministry of Jesus occurred in homes and around tables. We, as His body/His Church, 
need to follow his lead and create space for those around us, showing them God’s love by 
treating them as guests in our homes, as people valued by God and deeply loved by us.
 This week, we begin our first series “Revolutionary Hospitality: From Darkness to 
Light,” where we explore the revolutionary nature of Biblical hospitality and are encouraged 
to invite those outside of our hospitality circle from the darkness and into the light.

Luke 1:1-4 (NIV)
Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled among 
us, 2 just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and 
servants of the word. 3 With this in mind, since I myself have carefully investigated 
everything from the beginning, I too decided to write an orderly account for you, most 
excellent Theophilus, 4 so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been 
taught.

Excerpt from “A Meal with Jesus” by Tim Chester (pp. 12-13)
 “Jesus was seriously into eating and drinking – so much so that his enemies accused 
him of doing it to excess. Earlier in Luke’s Gospel the Pharisees and their scribes said to him, 
‘The disciples of John fast often and offer prayers, and so do the disciples of the Pharisees, 
but yours eat and disciples of the Pharisees, but yours eat and drink’ (5:33). Jesus spent his 
time eating and drinking – a lot of his time. He was a party animal. His mission strategywas a 
long meal, stretching into the evening. He did evangelism and discipleship round a table with 
some grilled fish, a loaf of bread, and a pitcher of wine.
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Luke’s Gospel is full of stories of Jesus eating with people:
* In Luke 5 Jesus eats with tax collectors and sinners at the home of Levi.
* In Luke 7 Jesus is anointed at the home of Simon the Pharisee during a meal.
* In Luke 9 Jesus feeds the five thousand.
* In Luke 10 Jesus eats in the home of Martha and Mary.
* In Luke 11 Jesus condemns the Pharisees and teachers of the law at a meal.
* In Luke 14 Jesus is at a meal when he urges people to invite the poor to their meals rather 
than their friends.
* In Luke 19 Jesus invites himself to dinner with Zacchaeus.
* In Luke 22 we have the account of the Last Supper.
* In Luke 24 the risen Christ has a meal with the two disciples in Emmaus, and then later 
eats fish with the disciples in Jerusalem. 

 Robert Karris concludes: ‘In Luke’s Gospel Jesus is either going to a meal, at a meal, 
or coming from a meal.’ Even when Jesus is not eating, references to food abound 
throughout the Gospel. “

Hospitality and Eating
 

 Sometimes Christianity can become overcomplicated. We can, for example, 
overthink what it means to live the life God dreams for us, what it means to do evangelism
 or what it means to simply love people. We might spend time in deep philosophical 
reflection or on rigid scientific objective analysis. Though reflection and research are good 
things, they can be harmful if they confuse or overshadow what it means to be a Christian. 
When a simple practice like eating together gets lost in the shuffle of other activities, 
including Christian activity, surely something has gone wrong.
 Paying attention to Jesus always has a re-centering effect. Jesus’ life is a model 
for us to follow. The things he focused on and practiced are particularly important for us 
to study and understand. We are encouraging you to read through the Gospel of Luke this 
trimester. You will see in the first four verses of Luke (printed above) that he has written a 
history of Jesus’ life. In this history we read about the things Jesus said and did.
 In the book we are recommending for the trimester (A Meal with Jesus), the 
author writes about how meals were central to Jesus’ life and ministry, particularly as seen 
in Luke’s Gospel. Jesus loved people and spent significant time with them eating. Eating is 
a central component to everyone’s life. Jesus utilized meals to get to know, love, encourage 
and teach people. What role do meals play in your life? Are you utilizing this common 
human practice in the ways Jesus did? This trimester we will explore this concept of meals 
and hospitality more deeply. We are praying that each of us will grow in our understanding 
and worship of Jesus while becoming more like him in these areas.

Prayer for the week
Lord Jesus, I want to know you more. Thank you for the Bible and specifically for the Gospel 
of Luke that provides me with a historical account of your time on earth. Help me to grow to 
know you better through the Bible. Also, help me to become more like you as I learn more 
about you, particularly in the area of hospitality. You loved people and spent significant time 
with them. Help me to grow in this area. You are perfect in every way and I lift up my praises 
to you in your name, Amen.

Visit tlcc.org/hospitality-devotional to access additional resources including an electronic version of 
this plan. You can also sign-up to receive this plan via email each week.


